






Temporary Food Event FAQs

*How do I know if I need a permit?

A Temporary Food Dealer’s Permit is required anytime food, or drinks are offered to the public at an event in Houston. 

If you can answer “Yes” to any of the following questions you will need to obtain a temporary food service permit.

1. Is the general public invited to the event?
2. Can a person other than a member of the organization and their family members or invited guests attend?
3. Have you advertised the event (i.e., social media, websites) or sold tickets to the general public?
4. Are you serving open food(food that is prepared, and cooked), open container drinks (mixed drinks w/ ice, wine, or keg beer) or food that requires refrigeration or to be held hot?

 If you have additional questions, contact the Houston Health Department’ s Bureau of Consumer Health Services at 832-393-5100 or tempfoodpermit@houstontx.gov

*I only have alcohol; do I need a permit?

Yes. The FDA 2017 Food Code defines any beverage, including alcohol, as food. Canned beer opened by the customer 
would not require a temporary food permit.

*What do I need to apply?

To obtain a Temporary Food Permit from the Houston Health Department, you must submit the following:
· A completed Temporary Food Permit Application
· A current, valid government‑issued identification card
· A valid Food Handler’s Certification (for at least one person onsite)
· A Property Authorization Letter from the owner or property management of the event location
· A layout or diagram of your temporary food establishment (including equipment, handwashing stations, and food preparation areas)
The application can be downloaded from the Houston Health Department’s Temporary Food Permits webpage. To access it, scroll to the “How to Apply for a Permit” section and click Temporary Food Permit Application: https://www.houstonhealth.org/services/permits/food-permits/temporary-food-permits
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*What’s the cost of a permit?
The fee for a temporary food permit is $52 per single event.

*Is there a limit to length of time for my event?
A temporary food event may be permitted for a maximum of 14 consecutive days.

*Where do I get a permit?
You may obtain a Temporary Food Permit application by mail or in person at the Environmental Permit Office (EPO) at 8000 North Stadium Dr., Houston TX 77054. The office is open Monday through Friday (excluding City holidays), and applications are accepted before 3:00 PM.
When visiting the EPO:
· Park in the visitor parking garage, which is the garage immediately after the Houston Health Department building.
· Enter through the glass double doors.
· The Environmental Permit Office will be the first door on your left.

*When will my permit be ready and where do I pick it up?
Completed Temporary Food Permit applications should be submitted at least 14 days before the event to allow sufficient processing time.
If you choose to mail your payment, please note that mailed payments are processed on the business day they are received. Once your application and payment have been processed, your permit will be mailed to the postal address listed on your application.
Please allow up to seven days for delivery.
If you prefer to pick up your permit in person, you may indicate this preference on the application.

*How do I properly set up my temporary food booth?

The Food Program has developed guide on how to set up a temporary food booth. These can be viewed from the Temporary Food Permit page under the Temporary Food Establishment Setup Requirements and Guidance section, located at the bottom of the page. Located here: https://www.houstonhealth.org/services/permits/food-permits/temporary-food-permits
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